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With electronics, ingenuity and muscle, drummer Tony Oxley continues to defy time's restrictive 
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codes. Following the return of Joseph Holbrooke, his epochal 60s trio with Derek Bailey and 
to interview Oxley about 40 years of radical music practice. Photography: Philip Lethen 
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Undercurrents #8: a series of articles uncovering the hidden wiring of 20th century music. This 
sound art, linking the post-human, post-musical automata of now with the mechanical instruments 
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the primer 


The Mops 

Psychedelic Sounds In Japan 
(VKXorJapan VICU82U CD) 

The Golden Cups 

The Golden Cups Album 
(Toshiba-EMIJapcin TOCT10130CD) 



scrambled to sign any group of young 
men with guitars. Professional rockabilly outfits 
traded their quiffs for moptops. A desire to ape Western 
rote models in every detail resulted in bizarre notions of 
authentidty. For many groups, getting the nght-sounding 
English name v^as essential, prefixing it wth the definitive 
article even more so. Big cats (The Tigers, The Cougars, 
The Lions) and insects (The Termites, The Scorpions, The 
Spiders) were popular choicesi other groups were more 
'inventive', for instance. The Kippers, The Terrys and The 
C^mabeats. Eventually, the music acquired a generic 


« and the US, the late 60s were al: 
time of growing political and sc 
Japan. Issues such as Vietnam and Japan's increasingly 
strained relationship with the US, as well as questions of 
cultural Identity, and the incipient nihilism of a newly 
affluent society no longer bound to the single, clear 
purpose of the immediate post-war years, helped form 
the backdrop to a vibrant avant garde arts scene that 
encompassed film, theatre, dance, music and graphics. 
The first flourish of Japanese psychedelia emerged 


promotion front — The Mops' frantic mooernism 
impressed Toru Takemitsu and fellow avant garde 
composer Toshi Ichiyanagi sufficiently for them to be 

contemporary f 

The Japan Philharmonic Orchestra. Sadly there is no 
documentation of this quintessential 60s event but by 
the end of the year The Mops had shed their kaftans 
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Every month we play a musician a series of records which they're asked to identify and comment oi 
— with no prior knowledge of what they're about to hear. This month it’s the turn of .. 












invisible jukebox 






invisible jukebox 










































Ip. ■p^ 





■ w 

:'h| 



‘H 




i 




1 

li 

F gj 
















soundcheck 



















soundcheck 


Warn Defever 


Pizzicato Five 








La Sulamiyya 

























soundcheck 

































soundcheck 















soundcheck 


Horatiu Radulescu 





soundcheck 



soundcheck 




















soundcheck 









soundcheck 


in brief avant rock 


Reviewed by Tom Ridge 











soundcheck 













soundcheck 

Ktt bl^lCf critical beats 

Reviewed by Peter Shapiro 

A Guy Called Gerald 1: 1 tin DJ Beattie iJi onl 


Frederic Galliano s t t 

Ta™a.e,fea.u„„,T.R™a„ 





Race , 






soundcheck 




























soundcheck 















m i 






















label lore 














































































New music books: read, raved about, roughed up 














































































































generates chaotic music at Strange Attraction 


Frances Morgan! 


m^ia 















jse.com/ 

scanner 


H)-FusgftrtSaa««. I 









































on location 
















on location 

















on location 






















11th Sept 1999 





JOHN FAHEY & 
DEREK BAILEY 




DRACULA 

the music & film 




0171 960 4242 ^ 






















August’s selected festivals, live 


cli±> spaces and broadcasts 




























































out there 






































Ami 


i^nita^us^ 


Creative 

Improviseit^ 

Psychedelic 

Music 

For the New Millenltim 
http://kspace.comMniaqita 
^ciS>itiSb.com 





































































































































IVeeCDs! Free magazines! 

Our August offer: take out your first subscription to The Wire and get an exclusive 
Wire Tapper compilation CD plus three extra issues — FREE! 
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